
Let’s Talk about Love 
AW

When the Valentine wave hit, lots of Chinese students might have been busy researching limited edition of cosmetic products, purses, electronics or jewelry. Some of the students might be getting ready to shove in some “dog food” (it’s very popular in China to refer to people showing off romantic love as spreading dog food, and the people who are single are called single dog). So if you see your students after Valentine’s day, ask them what gift they bought/get, or how much dog food they had to eat. 

I have seen many young Christians that didn't know the biblical teaching of not dating (or marrying) a non-believer. Oftentimes, their discipler or friends confront them after they are already in a relationship. They are confused and hurt because they had never been taught this truth. So if you haven’t talked to your students about this topic yet, make it a priority conversation. 

To ease into the conversation you can start by asking your student what he/she thinks a good marriage should look like. Your goal is to help them to understand how important it is for both the husband and wife to have a good relationship with God. As well as how difficult it is to have one person who doesn’t care about God in the marriage. You can share with them the biblical truth as well as the famous triangle diagram. (In case you are unfamiliar with the triangle diagram… God is at the top and the two people are at the bottom corners. As each individual's relationship with God grows closer, their relationship with one another grows closer too.) You want them to know that dating a non-believer is making a choice between obeying God or pleasing him/herself. 

It is important to also share realistic life scenarios that that they can see the matter in a different perspective. You can discuss the following examples:
· How will you and your spouse face a big difficulty together?
· You will want to trust the Lord, knowing he is sovereign.
· Your spouse will value relying on self, not considering God’s role or presence. 
· Your spouse might consider lying ot taking an unethical shortcut.
· Your spouse thinks going to church is taking up too much time, not only he/she won’t go, you shouldn’t go either, what would you do?
· If your spouse never believes in God, what would you do?
· Will you tell your children there is a God who truly loves us, even though their other parent says otherwise?
· Will you take your child to go to Church and hope that your child will have a personal relationship with the Lord?
· Missionary dating is a self-deception. 
· How can you be sure he/she will believe one day? 
· And if you are so sure, why can’t your wait until after he/she believes to think about dating?  


Another difficult topic to discuss with Chinese is premarital sex, culturally, people don’t talk about this with anyone except very very close friends. Which means it is a topic that Chinese students might only learn from the internet, media or what’s popular in the society. It is important to talk about it with your students because some of them might have no idea that premarital sex is wrong. If you need some inspiration of how to bring up the topic, some possibilities could be: 
· Share what the bible tells us about love, marriage, and loyalty…And one important thing, is that sex is a gift from God for marriage only. 
· Share from your own experience, victories and regrets about premarital intimacy. 
· Talk about the importance of physical boundaries in dating relationship and how to be accountable to those. 
· Share how God’s intention is to protect us, and it’s a command to be Holy. 
· Or, you can talk about how some of the things that are popular in American culture today are not right. Name a couple things, talk about them, and then also talk about how premarital sex is considered normal, but it’s actually so wrong. 

There are many other ways to bring up the topic. Personally, I wouldn’t repetitively use the word sex. It is not a word we verbalize much in Chinese, but make sure your student knows clearly what you mean. After understanding is established choose a word like physical intimacy to refer to it for some parts of the conversation. It is important to help your students know, what the Bible teaches, God’s heart behind it, and a realistic perspective. You want them to know that it’s not only God’s protection for us but it blessing to our true love to save ourselves for marriage. If they have made a wrong choice, they can come before the Lord, and He will forgive them. But it is important to make right choices from now on. 

I bet there are more topics you want to discuss with your student. Even though in Chinese cultural, subtleness is normal, they need to talk about hard topics with someone mature and trustworthy. 

 



